[When a Parent Falls Severely Ill - Challenges for the Medical Practice from the Children's Perspective].
When a Parent Falls Severely Ill - Challenges for the Medical Practice from the Children's Perspective Abstract. A serious somatic parental illness affects the whole family. However, children of ill parents rarely attract attention in the medical system. They often feel their parents' distress, show over-adapted behavior and remain trapped in their fears and concerns. Knowledge of the children's stage of development and the nature of communication within the family are essential requirements for effective support. Interventions aim at supporting parents in their responsibility, strengthening communication, exchanging of feelings and therefore facilitating the children's cognitive orientation.